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LOVE

rs all things,

Believes all things,
Hopes all things,

Endures all things.

HAPPY VALENTI NEGS DAY
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Poirt to Ponder. ..

OFROM THE MI NI STERGS DESKA

pp Lynn Paterson

New Beginnings

/ said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year,

"Give me a light that | may tread safely into the unknown."
from God Knowsby Minnie Louise Harkins

Although we are already in the second month of 2012 it is still
the 6gated of the year and we r em
possibly anxious about what may lie ahead.

One thing is for sure...expect the unexpected!
No matter how well or how far we plan ahead something will
come unstuck.

Recently, a friend shared this statement on a social networking

site, 0o/ woul d rather wal k with God i
t h e | This Bet medhinking about how often we make

mistakes, stumbling along the wrong course in our own strength

only to become 6l ostd and in desp:
guidance back on track. We can inadvertently find ourselves in

a very dark place. God can work with us (if we let him), he can

steer us out of the myre, giving us the wherewithal to take

appropriate action. Cobwebs are swept away - occasionally

instantly, often over time; blinkers and fog are removed -

darkness becomes light; we are given another crack at the

whip; a fresh start; a new beginning.



Hopefully the darker days at the gate of the year will soon
turn to the lighter days of spring. Having God in our life will
ease us into summer. Of course autumn and winter will return
but so too will another new beginning.

Of the various Christian holy days that take place throughout
the year, Candlemas (or Candelaria), on February 2nd, may be
one of the least well known ceremonies in the Christian world.
The earliest known observance within the Church was in the
year AD 496, during the time of Pope Gelasius. In AD 542 the
Emperor Justinian ordained that the Eastern Church celebrate
the festival, which he called Hypapante, or "Meeting". The
name was derived from the Gospel of Luke 2:22 -40, wherein
Simeon the priest and Anna the prophetess met the infant
Jesus in the temple at the time of his consecration. Simeon's
prophecy declared Jesus to be the Lord's salvation and a light
for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to the people of
Israel. This passage continues to be the focus of the
celebration.

During Candelaria, candles are blessed, lit, and borne in a
procession in celebration to Jesus being the light of the world.

In EPC, our bright shining candles lit at the Sacrament of
Baptism; throughout Advent; at a Christmas Lights service;
Easter; at times of remembrance and reflection or as part of a
wedding ceremony are considered to represent the inner light
of Christ, which he brought to share with the world.

A new light every time the candle is lit, to convey new life in
Christ - every time through the Grace of God and the
supreme sacrifice of his son on the cross to give us a new
beginning.



Jesus was sent to become one of us - to walk with us 4 talk with
us - teach us - to share the human experience - to BE one of
us. And Jesus himself displayed new beginnings...time and time
again.

Jesus, Light of the world, King of all Kings.

And | said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
"Give me a light, that | may tread safely into the unknown!”

And he replied: "Go out into the darkness and put your
hand into the Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer
than a known way."

So, | went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly
into the night
And He led me toward the hills and the breaking of day
in the lone East.

May the year ahead be full of New Beginnings

Lynn Paterson

Public Relations Officer



FUNDRAISING - GOOD NEWS

Boysd Brigade Christmas Card C.

The Boysd Brigade Christmas card
supported once again and we raised the fantastic total of
£5732 between the Coffee morning and the card delivery
service. A huge thank you to everyone who supported us over
the two weekends and helped us achieve this fantastic result.

Thanks, Graham Ward

Chairman, El | on Boysd® Brigade Parent

00000
THE CHATROOM

Chatroom would like to say a big thank you to everyone who
helped us with our fundraising efforts throughout 2011.

The Body Shop party and the Webb Ivory were both a great
success and the money raised has been used to purchase
coffee tables for use at the back of the church on
a Sunday morning.

On WEDNESDAY 1ST FEBRUARY
at 6.30pm
Girls' Brigade in ELLON PARISH CHURCH

Scotland




REFLECTIONS ON CHRISTMAS 2011




ELLON PARISH CHURCH DRAMA GROUP
CAST OF DICK WHITTINGTON
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