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òFROM THE MINISTERõS DESKó 

pp David Smith  

Spring is in the air ð well, not quite, but it should be by the 

time that the Newsletter is published.  
 

The Victorian poet laureate Tennyson suggested that spring 

was the time when ôa young manõs fancy lightly turns to loveõ, 

but this has a very old fashioned and perhaps sexist ring to it.  

 

For many, spring is the time when our ôfancyõ turns, lightly or 

otherwise, to those tasks that we have successfully managed to 

blame on the winter, for not doing sooner ð clearing the loft, 

tidying the garage, sorting out the kitchen cupboards, cleaning 

the cooker, waxing and polishing the car (ugh!) etc, the list is 

almost endless!  Perhaps we are starting to consider raising a 

few seedlings for the garden, or contemplating the annual                             

battle with slugs and weeds. Meanwhile, unencumbered by 

flights of fancy, the farmer will continue to do what he does 

year in/year out; namely, to provide our daily bread.  

 

The seasonal changes taking place all around us; the lambs in 

the fields, the green shoots, the singing of the birds,                      

sometimes spur us on to take on new challenges, or to                                    

re -engage in dormant activities, with renewed vigour and                           

commitment.  


