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How far you go in life depends on you being tender with the
young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the
striving and tolerant of the weak and the strong. Because

someday in life you will have been all of these.

George Washington Carver



FROM THE MI NI STERG6S DESK

O
| write this on 20th April, the Rev Stephen Emery is cur-
rently on an Educational Excursion (not a holiday, he protests!) to

Aberfeldy with P7 pupils of Meiklemill Primary School.

Therefore, in place of a letter from the minister , we are given the
chance to relive the emotional roller -coaster journey of Holy Week.
Leading us to the awfulness of the cross and the glory of the resur-
rection on Easter Sunday. The following readings were part of the
evening services in Holy Week .

Lynn Paterson

Public Relations Officer

It was on the Sunday
That he took on the city.

Religious freaks usually appear in the desert urging folk to
come into the open air and find God through getting back to

nature.

God, you see, doesndt | ive 1in
garden to that of a gutter.

He likes to see children jumping burns, not raking through mid-
dens.

And far better in his eyes are lovers lounging in the long grass
than coorieing up in a single bed,

t

he

city.



The city is for sin.
God doesndt go there.
The Lord is my Shepherd, not my social worker.

He makes me to |ie down in green pasture

couches.

He leads me beside still waters, not trickles of urine from a
beggar s bl adder.

And on the mountains are the peace messe
ful, not in the middle of the road.

It was on the Sunday

That he took on the city.

It was on the Monday

That religion got in the way.

An outsider would have thought that it w
sale. And the outsider, i n some ways, WO
wrong.

Oonl vy, It wasndt household pets, It was p
purchased. And it wasnéodfstadlinhi re sale; it

holy temple bartering birds for sacrifice.

And the price was something only the rich could afford.



No discounts to students, pensioners, disabled types or UB40
card holders.

Then he,

The holiest man on earth, went through the bizarre bazaar like

a bull in a china shop.

So the doves got liberated and the pigeon sellers got angry.
And the police went crazy and the poor people clapped like mad,
because he was making a sign that God was for everybody, not

just for those who could afford him.
He turned the tables on Monday ...

The day that religion got in the way.

It was on the Tuesday
That he gave it to them in the neck.

If you had been there you would have thought that a union of-
ficial was being taken to task by a group of back bench MPs. Or
that the chairman of a multinational bank was being interro-
gated by shareholders.

They wanted to know why
and they wanted to know how.

They were the respectable men, the influential men, the estab-
lishment.



The questions they asked ranged from silly schoolgirl specula-
tions about whether you would be a bigamist in heaven if you
had married twice on earth, to what was the centralized rule of
civilized behaviour.

They knew the answers already ...
or so they thought,

otherwise they would never have asked the questions.

It was on the Wednesday
That they called him a waster.
The place smelt like the perfume department of a big store.

It was as if somebody had bumped their elbow against a bottle
and sent it crashing to the floor, setting off the most expen-
sive stink bomb on earth.

But it happened in a house, not a shop.

And the woman who broke the bottle was no casual afternoon
shopper.

She was the penniless, poorest of the poor, giving away the only
precious thing she had.

And he sat still while she poured the liquid over his head ...

As unnecessary as aftershave on a full crop of hair and a



Bearded chin.
And those who smelt it,
and those who saw it,

and those who remembered

that he was against extravagance,

Called him a waster.

It was on the Thursday

that he became valuable.

He hadndot anything to sell
not since leaving his hammer and saw three years earlier.

Needless to say, he could knock together a set of trestles or
hang a couple of shelves at the drop of a hat, no bother at all.

But he wasndt into making things.

Not now.

He was into ...

well ... Talking, | suppose.

And listening and healing and forgiving and encouraging ...

all the things for which thereos

no advertisements.

no

pay



So his work wasndt "f.;.;"

Nor indeed was he.

For, not being well dressed or well heeled or
well connected,

He woul dndt have attracted many ticket
put up for a raffle.

It was on the Friday
that they ended it all.

Of course, they didn't do it one by one.
They weren't brave enough. All the stones at the one time
or no stones thrown at all.

They did it in crowds...... in crowds where you can feel safe and
lose yourself and shout things you would never shout on your
own, and do things you would never do if you felt the camera
was watching you.

It was a crowd in the church that did it, and a crowd in the civil
service that did it, and a crowd in the street that did it, and a
crowd on the hill that did it.

And he said nothing.

He took the insults, the bruises, the spit on the face, the
thongs on the back, the curses in the ears.

He took the sight of his friends turning away, running away.



And he said nothing.

He let them do their worst until their worst was done as on
Friday they ended it all....... and would have finished themselves

had he not cried,
'Father, forgive them......'

And began the revolution.

It was on the Sunday
That he pulled the corn.

They arrived with flowers, shuffling through the dawn as the
dawn snuffed out the last candles of night.

Their faces betrayed their belief that yesterday would always
be better than tomorrow, despite of what

He would not say it again, so why bother believe him on that
score?

And the flowers, they too were silent withesses to disbelief.

Like the grass, they were cut to be dried to death, cut off
from the root, the bulb, the source of life.

He was the flower they cherished,
the flower now perished

whose fate the lilies of the field, now tight in hand, would re -
enact.

So when they passed the crouched figure at the edge of the
road, they thought little of him, scarcely seeing his form



Through their tears.

had they looked even a little,

they would have seen a man

letting grain fall through his fingers,
dropping to the earth to die

and yet to rise again.

It was on the Sunday

that he pulled the corn.

Taken from Stages on the way - Wild Goose Worship Group
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6The Cross® -

Far from the cross q—?

| wandered & carelessly

It was insignificant.
So much to do, so little time.

Diversions, the quest for solitude, self interest predominates and living my
own life to the full keeps me far from the cross.

Towards the cross | stumbled - ungraciously.

Losing my way frequently, at times driven headlong with the crowd. Often
pushing against those who sought refuge in the city of destruction. A com-
pelling urgency drove me on towards the cross.

Around the cross | perceived & surprisingly
an unexpected few Nonentities, weak and solemn, overwhelmed with grief.
Was it a sense of duty that held them there?
Could I identify myself with those who stood

Around the cross?

Over the Cross I read 0 judiciously:
A King! A King?
King of what? King of where? King of whom?

What feeble joke was this that any Man who showed such readiness to die
could reign and show supremacy

Over the cross?
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Ellon Parish Church of Scotland
REFURBISHMENT PROJECT
FINAL DRAFT PLAN 2009

Since the reduction of seating in 1968 there has been a continuous growth
within the Ellon town and the parish at large. The demands placed upon
the current building have begun to out grow the current space for worship.
The restriction of seating is not the issue. It is felt that we are capable of
sustaining the capacity for worship even with the projected and planned
growth of this parish for the future.

The main reason is for4@dering the worship area to expand
the spiritual space for the present and forth coming generations.

Our current layout and physical seating, lighting, heating and sound is
proving to be hampering various social groupings from sharing and par-
ticipating in worship.

We are planning based on the last three years of research and thought
given to the question 6why are we consid
aims:

1. providing a dynamic and creative spiritual space that serves the whole
community today and tomorrow.

2. provide a physical space that allows full access to every member of the
community serving their needs.
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It was obvious that we needed to speak to people who have expertise in architec-
ture etc and an insight / understanding of a worship / spiritual space.

We felt consultation with engineers in lighting, heating, sound, and seating along
with interior design who have experience in being creative within the worship
space was needed. It was our concern for those we consulted they were able to
cater for the physical needs of people in a modern society and sympathise with a
historical ecclesiology and reverence for the purpose of the building. This con-
sultation and observations on church life and community life led to surprising
results and has become the basis of our proposed plans.

Our objectives are:

-To honour the history of this building sustaining its reverence for God being a
reflection of our faith in him.

-Providing a spiritual space for the community today thinking about tomorrow.
An overview of the draft refurbishment plans:
Heating

Replacing the current heating with an under floor ground source heating to sus-
tain the church at a constant temperature. Thus reducing the long term running
costs and being a lot more greener for the environment.

Often people can find the church quite stuffy due to the current heating system
or it is just cold. We are told this new system will change this and is better for
the fabric of the building itself.

Flooring

The new heating system is set into a co g
crete bed giving us a concrete floor. After

much deliberation and recommendation from CARTA the best floor covering is
thought to be light Oak solid wood ply with a dark Oak inset in the shape of a
cross centred in the floor area.
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Seating

Red chairs specially designed to accommodate all
groups and comfort. A shelf on the back of the chai
will hold a hymn book and bible. There will also be
small hole in the top of the chair to hold a communion
glass. Where ever you are sitting there will always be an arm on either side of
your chair to use. The chairs will be arranged to suit the chancel layout and posi-
tions.

r

J
A,

Lighting \

Our current lighting system is poor particularly for those who have pr
eye sight. After a consultation with lighting engineers a system with
greener bulbs and better white light in a pendent discretely hung fror
ceiling was recommended. These pendent have two units with them
to shine to the floor the other to light up the ornate wooden ceiling. Ir
dition, spot lights, more efficient than the current ones secreted in the cell-
ing to highlight the chancel areas and external ones for the colour glass win-
dows.

Audio Visual Sound System

The current sound system works generally well but there is need to upgrade for
two reasons. One is the digital hearing aid system since developed post installa-
tion of the current sound system. The second is to change the single direction the
sound system works on to the system that spreads the sound around the whole of
the church accommodating everyone including the Wee Chapel and the chancel
area layouts. The current chancel area is fixed,
large and high. It is more cost effective to have this area removed for the new
heating syster(in other words it was proving to costly to put an under floor
heating system in this current aredjie proposed new Chancel area will be

slightly lower and better shaped to accommodate all the worship scenarios as
well as any concerts, productions etc held in within this building. The idea is to
have the Chancel made of movable units to allow for various shapes as required.
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Normal Lay-
out of Chan-
cel area with
seatina
horse shoe
shape.

No. 244
Seats

Unfortunately it was not possible to produce illustrations of the following
Layout of Chancel Area for occasion such as Remembrance

facing the Remembrance Apse. No. 253 Seats

Layout of Chancel area for occasion such as the sacrament of Communion with
Communion table placed at centre of sanctuaeating placed around. No. 306
Seats

So what will it cost?

With all the plans and consultation the estimated figure for the refurbishment
agreed by The Kirk Session and The Congregational Bo&2Di3,000.1t has

been agreed by the Session and the Congregational Board to launch a fund rais-
ing scheme to enable all to share in our refurbishment project. This includes re-
placing the pews downstairs with chairsflomring the church and installing an
under floor (ecdriendly) heating system, providing both a new lighting and

sound system and to finish off -dgecorating the church building. The main
fundraising drive
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