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Be the Christmas Star

¥

Open your heart to the Light of Christ; we see his presence within.

Know that heds ever beside you, where he ha

Celebrate his love, as he gently leads the way;

Walk hand in hand with him, as he guides you day by day.

Be the Christ to others, shine forth unto the world;
As you live and breath his message, his mantle is unfurled.
Shine your light, as the Christmas Star, for everyone to see;
Teach each and all to look within, and be who they can be.
Carry you all within your hearts, the message of his peace;
Live in his consciousness, as the beacon each soul seeks.
Know that within each one of you, Jesus truly lives;

Through you, my precious children, his love to all, he gives.

Never underestimate the power of who you are;
The message of the life you live, reverberates afar.

go forth as Masters; celebrate his word;

the I ove he taught, o6til eve.

Live and speak
To each of you we send our blessings from above;
Peace and Joy be yours, as you carry forth our Love.

Mother Mary Martha Switzer 2005

The contents of this newsletter are either free of Copyright or used with the

Copyright ownerds permi ssion
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FROM THE MI NI STER®S DESK

Seasons Greetings to you all

| am told that Saturday nights are great now they have all the real-

ity TV programmes going on with 0The X fact
ingd and 61 o6m a celebrity get me out of hei
night in. There is also all the competitions on TV these days winning

people lots of material things and money if you are lucky. Things like

OWho wants to be a millionairebo, 6Deal or n
mention but a few offer a possible hope.

| heard a story about a great competition where the contestant only
had to answer one simple question about Christmas to win his for-

tune. As the tension mounted the question w;:
of Santads reindeerd. Al most i mmediately t he
called out ORudol ph and Olivel!l 1l

There was a sudden hush across the audience and with the host too.

The host mustered up some courage after hearing through his ear

piece owhat?06 he then replied to the answer
cept the first name but can you explain the

Quite confidently but impatiently the cont e:
know Rudolph the red nose reindeer had a very shiny nose. And if you
saw it, you would even say it gl owed. Ol i ve,

It is amazing how people can loose the very meaning of Christmas or

the true reason for Christmas particularly i
story. It is time to reclaim the real events of Christmas and the joy

it brings to life.

We have become cynical and even suspicious of what our world seems
to know about Christmas. To a point we ask our self is there point to
the effort of celebrating it.



The question has to be for us owhat ar

Is it the pressure of needing to find the right gift for every one

added to the worry if they will like it and is it enough? Is it the

stress of trying to work out what we need to do before the time in

order to get ready for the event preparing the meals and having the

family round adding to the need to make sure you cater for every

likely and unlikely scenario? We havendt even mentioned
yet, so lets not go there (says the other half).

What about the expecting of the king who brings you into the light
of the world?

What about the nature of God holding us in our place filling us with
the promises he gave?

What about the need to share all this with others? What about the
very joy of having family round and having the time to spend with
them, while your working world periodically is on holiday?

What about the good news delivered by Christ that delivers us from
the patterns of the world?

Let us have the celebration of life through Christ, a gift given, some-
thing that we should see in that living créche scene next door to the
inn that morning.

The living king called to give us life, this is Christmas!!!! Is it not?

St eveé

Your Parish Minister
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The Boys®6 Brigade

1st Ellon Company

Parents and Friends Association

Coffee Morning
Saturday 13th December
In the Kirk Centre

10.00 am to 12.00 noon

Christmas Card Delivery Service
Saturday 6th, Sunday 7th December
Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th December
Cards will be collected between
10.00 to 12.00 noon each day in the Kirk Centre
and will be delivered on the Sunday Afternoon or Monday

Please remember we only deliver cards in Ellon!

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

CONGRATULAIONS to Rev Stephen Emery on his recent appointment to
the role of Chaplain to the Royal British Legion Ellon.

Steve has also been granted Honourary Membership of R.B.L. Ellon

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000



TWO LITTLE BOYS 6 6

Two little boys, ages 8 and 10, are excessively mischie- x ®
vous. They are always getting into trouble and their par- — —
ents know all about it. If any mischief occurs in their
town, the two boys are probably involved.

The boys' mother heard that a preacher in town had been successful
in disciplining children, so she asked if he would speak with her boys.
The preacher agreed, but he asked to see them individually. So the
mother sent the 8 year old first, in the morning, with the older boy

to see the preacher in the afternoon. The preacher, a huge man with

a booming voice, sat the younger boy down and asked him sternly, 'Do
you know where God is, son? The boy's mouth dropped open, but he
made no response, sitting there wide -eyed with his mouth hanging
open. So the preacher repeated the question in an even sterner tone,
'Where is God?!'Again, the boy made no attempt to answer. The
preacher raised his voice even more and shook his finger in the boy's
face and bellowed, 'Where is God?!"The boy screamed & bolted from
the room, ran directly home & dove into his closet, slamming the door
behind him.

When his older brother found him in the closet, he asked, 'What
happened?’ The younger brother, gasping for breath, replied, 'We

are in BIG trouble this time.

'‘GOD is missing, and they think we did it!"



Advent Meditation
Based on Luke 2:-20 &
Galatians 4: 47

6God sent t he

By Alan B. Doak.

As we once more approach Advent, and t ha
birth, let me share these thoughts with you.

God sent the Soné and God sent the Spiri
together Christmas and Pentecostas unlikely a pair, to our culture

conditioned minds, as Christmas pudding and a May Bank Holiday. Son

and Spirit remain inseparable. Ask Mary.

Paul is describing how slaves become God
Telling, as so often, a fresh variation on the story of the Exodus, he sees

the law itself as the instrument of slavery. It locked up the Jews in con-

demnation; it locked out the Gentiles from membership. Is God then

powerless to keep his promise to Abraham, the promise of a worldwide

family?

No, the birth of the child, as with Abra
faithfulness, Godods joy, Godods grace bre
bility. Born of a woman, born under the Law, the Messiah has come to

theslavemar ket , and purchased his peoplebds f
ple are to think of themselves as Passover people, and then also Pente-

cost people: what God did in the birth of one child, God now does in

the birth of dozens, thousands, tens of millions in whose hearts the

Spirit is poured out, and on whose lipsisthendwor n cr vy, 0OAbba, F
thero. (6Abbad isndt just a childds word



sign of new I|ife.) Father, Son and Holy
with us all.

Come back to Bethlehem, therefore, and see what has come to pass.

Only come now, with the angels singing, and see not one babe in the

manager, but more than anyone could count: children and heirs of the

free love of God, Passover people, Pentecost people. Christmas is the

time of joy and celebration because this new birth heralds all new birth.

I n this young son all Godds Exodus peopl
daughters, free heirs of Godds | avish gr
the garments of salvation. If we are in danger of becoming blasé about

Christmas, we may run the risk of becoming complacent also about the

Spiritdés work, perhaps for similar reaso
and have stopped pondering it in our hearts.

Ponderingd is a powerful word in the ori
ing or focused daydreaming. It speaks of bringing together, or even

throwing together, a collection of people, ideas or objects, and seeing

what happens. Like the sages and visionaries of old, Mary guarded great

and terrible secrets in her heart, turning them this way and that, letting

them knock sparks off each other. God and the farmhands. Angels and

straw. Grace and blood. Journeys and lodgings and babies and prayers.

In and through them all, for her and for us, there weaves the story of

Godods unexpected | ove and power, setting
strange, wild and redemptive , a Magnificat that now heralds each new

birth, each Spiritled baby cry, each new personal Christmas.

| have written this piece in the hope that you may dip in and out of it,
all the way through Advent. Please use the reading and my words as a
focus, as maybe a way of starting to read your bible again, to engage
with God himself and let him touch you once more. To ponder what

He wants from each one of us this Advent time and beyond.



A Message from the Nearly New Team

The Nearly New Team would like to take this opportunity to
say a BIG THANK YOU to all who make the Nearly New Sales
such a success.

There would be no Nearly New Sales without YOU, and the
Team would especially like to thank Mrs Elizabeth Thomson, Mr
Donald Budge and Mr Eddie Burnett for all the hard work that
they put in during the year, with the Plant Sales, the sale of
Toffee, Cooking Apples, the Christmas Cake etc and the Kin-
dling which are all BEST SELLERS. We would also like to thank
all the other members of the Nearly New Team who work be-
hind the scenes, who contribute one way or another to ensure
that both Fridays and Saturdays run smoothly. Every person
either selling or buying gets
volved. Donations of money are also received and to those indi-
viduals who contribute thisway 60 Many t hankso.

By the time you have read this, a final figure for the year will

have been reached which will be intimated either from the Pul-
pit or within the intimations printed on a Sunday.
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PLEASE NOTE ...

that as much as we as a teamdelighted with all the goods that
people contribute towards the Nearly New Sales, unfortu-
nately, due to the lack of storage space within the Kirk Centre
we are no longer able to receive any gifts of TV sets to be re-
sold on behalf of Ellon Parish Church of Scotland.We would
however like to thank all those people who have gifted these
items in the past and for their thoughtfulness. Please feel free
to contact the Nearly New Team for advice if you have any lar-
ger items to donate and call Eileen and Ron Davidson on 01358
720330 or lan Smith on 01358 720022 if you require goods to
be uplifted.

The Team would like to take this opportu- % nity to
wish you a happy time over the festive sea- son.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkk

" ON SALE THROUGHOUT DECEMBER - BEFORE
p‘y' N
N AND AFTER MORNING WORSHIP AT ELLON

E.P.C. PEACE WINDOW CHRISTMAS CARD

FAIRTRADE CHRISTMAS CARDS
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OTHE VERY SPECthALonFiBtBibB Y 0

In the far -away city of Rome, the Emperor Augustus needed

money. owrite down the names of all the
t hat | rule,éd he said. o0l want to make s
The Emperords order went out, away acros

Mary and Joseph lived. (this was the time of the Roman Empire,

when the Jewish people were under Roman rule.)

owe must go to Bethlehem, 6 Joseph said,
the Emperords | ist. o

It was a long way and Joseph was worried about Mary. Her
baby was due soon. But they had
to go.

When they got to Bethlehem
the town was full of people.

There wasnodot one :
There wasnodt one spare bed, not anywhere
full. But Mar y 0 ssoop ahewhadiafisd camneri n g

where to stay.

There was only one place left: the place where the animals
slept!

They got there justintime, very soon, Maryods baby was bo

12



There was no cot to put himin - just a manger, where the ani-
mals were fed. Joseph filled it with clean straw, while Mary
wrapped her baby tight. Safe in the manger, little Jesus slept.

Outside on the hills, the sheep were
safe in their pen. A strong stone wall

with prickly thorns on top kept the
fierce wild animals out. And all night long, the shepherds
watched out for danger.

All was dark ... All was quiet.

Then suddenly the sky blazed with light, too bright to look at.
Ann angel was standing there. He spoke to the shepherds in a
loud, clear voice:

0Good news! The best news ever! For you

Today, in Bethlehem, your King is born.
and see for yourselves! You will find hi

13



At once the sky was full of angel voices
heaven-and peace on earth!d

Then, once again, all was dark; all was quiet.

The shepherds took a deep breath. o0We mu
said. The sheep will be safe enough>06 an
Bethlehem.

There they found the new born King, just as the angel had told
them.

Not in a palace. Not in a house. Not even in the Inn.

They found him lying in a manger, in
the place where the animals slept.

The shepherds told Mary and Jo-
seph all that had happened: sud-

denly, the sky blazed with light and
an angel spoke to us! o0 6Today in Bethle
i's born. Godds promi sed King! go, and se

Mary listened. This was a night to remember. She would never
forget it.

The shepherds strode back through the dark streets. Soon it
would be morning, they must see to their sheep.

The people of Bethlehem heard them go by. Deep, strong shep-
herd voices singing Godds praise: the fi

14






YOUNGSTARS =

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

FAMILY SERVICE AT SLAINS KIRK
SUNDAY 7th DECEMBER
AT 9.30 am

We would love you to come with your family but if they cannot manage, transport will be provided. Please meet
in the Wee Chapel at 8.50am to leave Ellon at 9.00am.

6THE LI VI NG CRECHES®

SUNDAY 21st DEC

10.00am - ELLON PARISH CHURCH

YOUNGSTARS will break for the Christmas holiday from Sun-
day 14th December and restart on Sunday 11th January 2009

The leaders of YOUNGSTARS wish you all a Very Happy Christmas
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